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Waste as an Economic Resource: Recycling in the New Hashemite Municipality —

From Waste to a Source of Income and Job Opportunities
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Waste is no longer merely a burden on municipalities; today, it has become an economic resource
that can be invested in and transformed into a source of income and job opportunities. In the New
Hashemite Municipality, the quantities of solid waste are increasing due to population growth,
urban expansion, and commercial activities. Estimates indicate that the average waste generation
per person in Jordan ranges between 0.8-1 kg per day, meaning that the municipality produces

hundreds of tons annually—posing an escalating environmental and economic challenge.

This research aims to explore the potential of transforming waste into an economic resource
through the adoption of recycling programs. It analyzes the current state of waste management in
the New Hashemite Municipality, reviews leading international experiences, and proposes
practical recommendations applicable at the local level. The study relies on official reports
(Ministry of Local Administration, New Hashemite Municipality), international studies (World
Bank, United Nations Environment Programmed), as well as field observations of waste collection
practices in the area.

Findings show that investment in recycling can generate multiple benefits, most notably: reducing
landfill and transportation costs for the municipality, creating job opportunities for youth and
women, providing alternative raw materials for local industries, and enhancing community

awareness of environmental protection.

The research concludes that the New Hashemite Municipality has the potential to become a local
model in transforming waste from a financial and environmental burden into an economic and
developmental resource, provided that a comprehensive strategy is adopted based on partnerships

between the municipality, citizens, and the private sector.
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